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a 30-member working group mandated by the Rio+20
Outcome Document to present a proposal on a set of SDGs.
The strategic policy being developed asks companies to
support a set of core values by aligning their strategies with
ten universally accepted principles in the area of human
rights, labour,environment and anti-corruption to help
ensure that markets, commerce,technology and finance
advance in ways that benefit economies and societies
everywhere.

There is little doubt that this focus will be attractive for
those

involved in handicrafts in Iran. Opportunities to work with
the wider world in the exchange of ideas, materials and
commodities, in tourism,in handicraft exports, is exactly
what the SDGs will promote. This paper will argue that
with so much indigenous knowledge within Iran,the country
could well take a lead in putting the SDG rhetoric into
practice.
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Dr Gari Donn
Executive Director
UN House Scotland
and Director of Post Graduate Programmes in

International Education

The Importance of the new
Sustainability Development Goals

Women»s Handicrafts in the International Field

Over the past decade the UN and international
organisations have

focused attention on the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs). These are now being superceded by

Sustainability Development Goals (SDGs).

It is fitting for the Conference on Womenys
Handicrafts to meet in

Tehran in 2014, just as the SDGs are being
delineated. For these goals direct our attention not
at mega, global, projects but rather at the importance
of the sustainability through the local. Through
local endeavour, it will be suggested, communities
can work together to develop coherent action for
sustainable development.

In fact there are three strands to Sustainable
Development, the social, the environmental and
economic. This presentation will argue

that Iran, now at a crucial point in its relations with
other countries in the region, in the Middle East and
globally, is in a very good position to take heed of the
SDG debate and to generate effective action.

At the level of the UN there has been established
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